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Macedonian seemed to stand before him, entreating him to come into
his country and help that people. The evangelist St Luke begins in this
place first to use the term we and to speak in the first person,1 whence
most interpreters date from this time his attending upon St Paul in the
ministry of the word. He had been converted at Antioch, and Bishop
Pearson will have him to have been a disciple of St Paul at Antioch eight
years before; but from this time he became his inseparable companionj
and seems never after to have left him. St Paul being thus invited into
Macedon, took ship with Silas, Luke, and Timothy, and went to Samo-
thracia, an isle in the jEgean Sea not far from Thrace; and the next day
arrived at Neapolis? a port of Macedon. From thence they proceeded to
Philippi, a famous city and a Roman colony. There St Paul preached in
a Jewish Proseuche or oratory, which stood by the side of a river at a
little distance from the town and converted, among others Lydia, a Jewish
proselyte, a seller of purple in that city, though a native of Thyatira. This
devout woman and her family so earnestly pressed St Paul to lodge with
her that he was obliged to accept of her entertainment: so long as the
holy men continued in this city, they resorted every day to the same place
of devotion. After several days, being on the road thither, they were met
by a young woman possessed by a devil, who was in great reputation in
that country for soothsaying, and of which her masters made a great profit.
This girl cried out after the saints, " These men are servants of the most
high God, who preach unto us the way of salvation." Thus she continued
to follow them some days. As Christ would not suffer the devil to confess
him, lest his lying tongue should prejudice the truth among men, and
because he would not admit the spirit of darkness to any commerce with
the works of light; so St Paul at length commanded this evil spirit, in the
name of Jesus, to come out of the damsel; and the devil, though unwilling,
obeyed, and left her that instant. The covetous masters of the girl saw
this miraculous cure would prove a great loss to them, and stirred up the
populace against the preachers, hurried them before the magistrates, by
whose order they were scourged as seditious persons, and afterwards thrust
into the inner dungeon and there laid on their backs with their feet fastened
in great wooden stocks. In the night they were praising God aloud when
an earthquake shook the prison, the doors flew open, and the fetters fell
off all the prisoners; but no one went out of the dungeon. The jailer was
awaked by the earthquake and noise; and seeing the prisons open, imagined
the prisoners had all made their escape; wherefore, in the apprehension
that his life must pay for that accident, he was going to dispatch himself
with his sword had not St Paul prevented him, hastily crying out, " Do
thyself no harm; we are all here." The man, equally surprised at the
miracle and at the apostle's goodness, threw himself at the feet of the holy
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